IMPROVEMENT OF EUROPEAN SOCIETY.     363
place. The persons who have thus made India their
home have often had a large circle of attached native
friends.
The constant communication of Englishmen with their
native land, frequent" visits to it, and the anticipation of
getting away from India at the earliest possible period,
tends to lessen their interest in Indian affairs, and weaken
their sympathy with the native population. The closer
connexion with England is, however, attended with
some advantages. It can be confidently affirmed that
many of our countrymen in India are bent on promoting
the good of the people with whom they ccupae into con-
tact, and strive to perform, their duties faithfully. We
may hope that home influence may strengthen them, for
the more efficient discharge of their work, and may thus
prove a benefit to the people.
In many respects there has been a marked improve-
ment in European society. The small house near the
large one, significantly called the Zenana, is never seen
near the houses of recent erection. Even in the smaller
stations there are places for Christian worship, where
Europeans meet on the Lord's Day, when some official
reads the prayers of the Church of England, and, if he be
a zealous man, a sermon. A chaplain pays occasional
visits to these places. The attendance on public worship
is far from being what it ought to be, and we have much
reason to fear it is often very formal; but it furnishes
a pleasing contrast to the neglect which formerly pre-
vailed, Along with this church-going there is, no doubt,
a great deal of unbelief in India. I have already said
we have in India Christians who are earnest-for the
honour of their Lord, and do all they can to promote
His cause; but the greater number of our people are *iot>

